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A word on crime – ‘Bargain purchasing’ 
 
 
We are all out to purchase stuff at bargain prices and are always on a hunt for best 
pricing - Just look at Black Friday mania.  This should never be the case when it 
comes to buying stuff that’s ridiculously cheap. If it’s too good to be true, you have 
to question its legitimacy!! 
 
Remember a time when car radios and speakers were being stolen on a daily basis. 
There was a market for it.  It then moved onto DVD players & the old box TV’s. That 
market has nosedived and has been replaced by Cellphones, flat screen TV’s, 
laptops and gaming consoles, with one constant, that being cars.  
 
People sell wares via the internet, social media groups or simply on the streets, 
every single day.  They are sometimes people you know & trust and other times, 
complete strangers, but when the pricing is too good to be true, one has to 
question the legitimacy of the goods. It literary gives weight to the adage, “It’s a 
steal.”   
 
When purchasing second hand goods, take a copy of the sellers ID and other FICA 
details. If they are not willing to do this, it should be a warning sign as to the 
legitimacy of the goods.   
 
Cellphones are being punted on a regular basis.  The new & slightly used cellphone 
market is a popular one.  Understand that when an item, worth R15,000, suddenly 
falls into your lap at a bargain price of R5,000, it’s a SCAM or it’s STOLEN. 
 
If you are buying it, you have created the market and you too have BLOOD ON YOUR 
HANDS.  You are part and parcel of the crime that brought that item to you.   
You have no right to cry about crime, or about being ripped off, when you get 
caught. Understand that people have lost their 
fathers/mothers/children/sisters/brothers and friends, all because you were 
prepared to pay for someone’s property, that was stolen from them. You have no 
idea where it came from, but you simply couldn’t pass up a bargain deal. 
  
 

Zubair 
Ridgeway Community Forum 


